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Life Prep Academy,Wichita,KS

I really don't

know how to start
because  this  year
totally change everything
of me, before I went to the US,
I thought is going to be just for fun
don't really have to study but that's not
really true because I see a lot of things that

is I think I will never see if I didn't come to the
US, to meet people like me but from all around the
world, hangout with American teenagers, same ages
like you but they think differently, they are not
smart at school work but they know what they want
to do in their future know what they're doing for
their rest of the life I think that's all about the school
education but more I learned in America is how to
live, in this year I have a lot of problems, I have to
learn how to live with a real American Christian
family, it's a really big big experience but also very
hard because you always have problems that you
will never have to worry about it in your own house,
all kind of situation you will have to face everyday,
even though is good or bad everything I got this is
memories, I got a lot of good friends from all
around the world, I will never forget those stuff that
happened in this year because they are all

unforgettable.

Last thing I want to say is thank you my parents,
thanks for giving this chance to change my entire
short life .
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After 18 hours flight finally arrive Greenville,

North Carolina. It’s nervous but exciting, first year
live without my family, first time to United States,

and now my adventure began.

When I get out of the airport I saw two friendly,
kindly people stand at the waiting area, “Yes!!! That’s
my US Dad and my exchange brother from Japan.”
My Dad is a retired pastor in the church so his really

kind person. While first get out of the airport I saw a While first day of school when I walk in to

totally different view than city; it’s mostly farmland classroom everybody's eyes was on me and Mas
and some short, tedious building, and Ron (Dad) said (Japan exchange student) after class many people

“Welcome to Country.” trying to know us more every student in the school
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was nice and friendly with us, we hang out, play
basketball, and I like them a lot!!!

I’ve join the basketball team in the school, and it’s
the wonderful time in the year we practice hard, play
hard, and I earn a most improve award in the team, I

can feels that is a team work not a self sport.

And in the weekend we travel to some place like
museum and park to know more about American
culture and we also visit a lot of his friend and
neighbor we become friends. Sometimes we even just
watch the television or play card together to spend

some family time.

In this exchange year I learn a lot: more

independent, optimism, politely, and most

importantly I’ve think more about other people’s
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feeling and not just myself. It’s a great lesson in my
life experience, I wish future exchange students can
enjoy their rare opportunity, having fun, and learn
something from the year.
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My year in Germany, at first, I should have almost 12
months times, but because my visa came so late, so I can't
participate with the project in Berlin, but when we
traveled there, my host family's sister came to me, and

join us the whole day!

By my host family, being on time and contact to the
others when will you go back are very important for
German! Before sometimes I have forgot to contact with
them about the time when will I go back, they were very
serious about that! Sometimes I thought we are not so
close with each others, but on my birthday, they planned
to give me a surprise, a day trip in Cologne! I was
pleasantly surprised! That is the place which I want to
visit for a long time, but I had always no chance to been
there. My host sister, she attaches important to her
training, but she canceled it, and everyone went together

93

in Cologne! That day was so amazing!

With my friends, I have some friends, not so many, but
it's enough. Of course I know they like me, but on my
birthday's party, I was surprised again! We went to a farm
from my friend, and experience the life of her! By her
house, I saw the impression of Germany from me before
I left Taiwan! At my birthday that second, they opened
my eyes, and sang the happy birthday songs in German
and English! Also made cakes for me! On the cards, they
tried to write Chinese words to me, I was so touched
about them! I think , German is that, they like you, they
don't say it out, but their actions will tell you that they are

really care about you!

In the school, most of people treated me friendly, of
course ,in Germany also have some naughty kids, they
like to say, hello, Japanese! hello, Chinese! My
classmates are really nice ,when the kids said that to me,

they answered , where ,where, why we don’t see her!

My teachers treat me gorgeously, my geography
teacher let me to introduce Taiwan, and Chinese new

year in her class, also let my classmates to do the project

94

about Taiwan! At first, I think will it too over? But they
said to me, Of course not! We are very interested in your

culture, so we want to do it!

Their language classes are absolutely excellent! I am
very fond of their teaching ways! They focus in speaking,
writing, if you don’t know anything, just ask! The
students from Germany are really different from Taiwan
, in the class, you can always see many hands are rising,
waiting for teachers chose them to answer the questions!

By the other hand, in Math, science...you don't have
to worry about it, because they are much easier than in

Taiwan, and we have learned it before definitely.

In Taiwan, sport isn’t a very important subject, but in
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Germany, most of people do it very well! For example, |
am that one who always get the worst grade in Sport,
people always think I can’t do it, so say to me, no thanks,
you don’t have to try it, you will get hurt! But in
Germany, my friends take me to the footballtraining in
our city, I tried it, just run, enjoy the time, the instructor
said to me, would you like to come next week? And
want to train me as a football striker! So my sport life in

Germany begins !

In my free time, I always go to cvjm [ an Chritian
activity]
have fun in there! One time, I was very sad about a

, the people are so nice there and we always

naughty boy's behavior, the others tried to comfort me,
said “Although that kind of boy in Taiwan, no one will
say to him, go back to Germany eat your sausages! Then
do many stupid things , just because they want me smile
again! They have said, everyone in here loves you, like

Taiwan very much!” I am so grateful for knowing them!

This year, let me know that, no one has to responsible
for me, I have to decide everythings and solve the
problem by my own. Let me realize thst my parents have
do so much for me, even they just pick me up, but in
Germany, I feel so grateful for that!

I have to say that thank you very much to let me make
an exchange year in Germany, let me get to know the
different culture and custom, and so many gorgeous

people!
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