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ﬁ ol o Zephyrhills High School
R AR BiHEREFES N zephyrhills, FL

NO REGRET

Being an exchange student is always an idea for
me after graduate from middle school, because
my elder brother was also an exchange student
in Georgia four years ago. But for myself, |
have never made my own decision and clear
out my mind, said that I'm going to a foreign
country that speak different language and
"survive" with a local family. Luckily, I end up
with a kindness, lovely, and a big crowded
family, they are the "Lucas", "Masciarelli", and
the "Murphy". Yes, you didn't see it wrong. It's
three different last name, but they are the same
family. By the way, we living in Florida, the
sunshine state, even southern than Georgia, so
snowing whether is not in the conversation, but

we got beach to replace the fun of snow.

I've been to several beaches on both side of

Atlantic Ocean and Gulf of Mexico, and each

of the beaches got different characteristic. But
some of them got serious wave, and some of
sand is white as "Michael Jackson"(JK) and
soft like sofa. During this year, I tried my best
to attend most of the school or church activity.
I joined the Zephyrhills high school basketball
team, and this was the first time I actually
training and playing some real basketball. I
have to say, America is the most seriously for
taking sports country. Someday after the
practice, I barely can walk, and sometimes we
even have to double practice because our
attitude were wrong, and the coach would be
really upset about our performance. Coach
always said "it doesn't matter how good you are
in the game, but it matter how concentrate you
are during practice ". I really enjoyed the whole
basketball season, and we did a really good
record 18-2. I appreciated all my teammates
and coaches. But overall this year, the thing or

you can say, one of my skill I get better is how

to take good care of "babies". I'm really lucky.
Because we got two new family members
arrived this year. They're Camden and Clark,
two of the funniest and cutest babies in my life
so far. It's my pleasure for watching them to
grow up. Although it’s too bad to celebrate their
first birthday, I knew they will be a good boy

and treat each other well.

To be honest, the whole journey is being so
good so far, and I think it's going to be better
and better. Hundred percent for sure is all
because of God, I know I'm not supposed to
write anything about religion, but I have to say
that this year I did grew a lot in many ways,
especially being courage and thankful person at
the same time. But without God helping me and
leading me, I would not have any change, and 1
have to say that if exchange year did not go to
church, serving at church, or even didn't go to
church camp, this year will means nothing.
Thankfully, I got chosen by a wonderful
Christian household family, I am able to enjoy
any moment that is living with God. I really I
appreciate for every support from my family
and my friends. You guys mean a lot for me,
and it's still hard to believe I have done it and
had a great time in Florida. I have no regret any

decision that I made.

I just want to tell the students next year, “It is
really hard when you are in a foreign country,
and believe me, your new friends will totally
want to learn your culture in a million different
ways, but you just have to be yourself and
remember everything that Ayusa had taught
you during the camp, that camp is phenomenal
you definitely learn a lot. And you just buckle
up now, because your journey just begin now,
trust me and it won't get any easier!”
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B 7RG R E SRR 0 T told
myself to calm down » but it did not help. I

searched for Sunny on the poster, I saw it. But
I was really confused, because the family did

not look like what I saw on the e-mail. A girl
walked toward me> ” Are you Sunny?”
“Yes, Tam.” " Hi!l am your CR Kathy.”
CRIZFKFNFR A > 540 Fo—ME KA HEd
o SEFNKHE - B AORNTER Y B B
HE R R A VERA TR - KOEFRIE T
SRARE R R B A WA E BT AE
SN

AL FEIRZRE o TR IR
MR & [ Taiwan family or American family »
PRI TR " my  family---.. " o S FRHCGH #E
Fot e e family - Fo B 8 5 1K
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I AR AR ] AT RT AT A i Al o R iftb‘/{%’éﬂﬁaﬁ

N o A E AR E BIURAY L o A A O A PR AR GO AND FIND YOUR WAY OUT

HfESR T BEAT IR A 8 AN (EAT DAFH b I A s ﬁﬁﬁ’] ]

HE %%ﬁ%ﬁl& 5o IR e R e 0 B4R E AR E B I am an exchange student to Michigan. I am a really shy kid. Normally I wouldn’t talk to new people I

BRI WIEARR R RS F A — R RS » BRI meet unless they talk to me first. [ decided to become an exchange student because my friend encouraged

BB E O T B—HEM » B TSR ARFN R gE AL me to be an exchange student with him. But latter, he told me he couldn’t go because he had another plan.

RIBIRRE 2 TR > BLURGEACA @A TR EFEBAR - T2 45

TS D HAER > AR & PR AR o At — I - Fo AR R I started my year pretty late. I didn’t have a host family until September. So those of you don’t have host

Al or 325 BERY AR TE © family yet don’t be worried. I know finding a good family isn’t an easy job. I’'m very lucky that I had I

such a loving host family. My host family is a Christian family. Dad is a project adviser but also a youth

leader at church. Mom is a CPA, she normally worked at school. So if I have trouble with something I

can always go find her. And there’s five siblings in my host family. Two of them are in my class!

Talking about my life at school, I’m still shy but I know most people at school well. I enjoyed my time
playing basketball at Junior Varsity team. I have a good relationship with some of my friends. Do not
limit yourself or others, give everyone a chance. Trying to know them, everybody could possibly become
your friend. [ know there is always some people you just can’t get along with, but if you know them from

other side, everyone is just a fine person to be with.

I become a Christian when I was here. My life is no longer live for myself but for Jesus. If you ever had
struggled. Go and find your way out. I couldn’t be used to the table manner here. Because you have to
wait for everyone to start praying and eat. And if you want more you would ask for more to eat. But now
I get the point of keeping the table manner in a big family and I accepted it. I was struggled at religious
thing. My host family slowly guide me toward a Christian.
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THIS YEAR IS
DEFINITELY WORTH IT !

It seems to be so insane, the whole year flew like
crazy, especially the last few months, when I got
along so well with my friends and didn’t even

want to leave, and they didn’t want me to, either.

I think of when I just came to America, I didn’t
know anybody here, so I stayed in my comfort
zone--being with exchange students. It didn’t feel
any difficulties there. We just hung out together,
speaking the same language that we were all
familiar with. I always felt guity about that
because I knew that wasn’t what I was here for. I
thought about it many times and tried to push
myself to join a group of Americans, but I gave
up, every single time. This didn’t end until I
accidentally told my dad about it. He became so
mad (I haven’t seen him so mad for years) and
told me I MUST get away from the exchange
students, otherwise he wouldn’t be nice to me
whenever | talked to him. I felt so bad, really
really bad. I always knew that wasn’t what I was
supposed to do, but I wasn’t brave enough to do it.
I wasted a enormous amount of my time in that

stupid comfort zone! Almost half of the year!

So I stepped up to a group of Americans that a girl
I acquainted with was in. I was so nervous. I tried
not to turn around in every step I took. Finally, I
got there, and say hi to the girl. “Hi! How are
you?” she was so friendly and totally washed my
fear away. And what also surprised me was, other
people that had the same class with me but I’ve
never talked to came and said hi to me, too. I was
shocked and started realizing how stupid I was to
be afraid to hang out with Americans and that was

exact what I was supposed to do.

I am incredibly great with my American friends
now. I regret that I didn’t go for it earlier. But I
didn’t put all my efforts in at first, my dad was
the one that really pushed out of my comfort
zone and made my American life so fantastic.
Though I know I shouldn’t wait till he told me
to do it because I should’ve been completely
independent here. I was ashamed but I really
learned a lot. Since then, I started to try to
speak up to things I want. I used to just stay
silence even I didn’t get what I want. But now |
always try my best to get the best things I can
get for my America experience. [ tried
everything as hard as I could. I always think of
if my dad would comment on this thing, what
would he say? Would he ask me to go for it?
Yes, then I’ll try as hard as possible to get
everything perfect.

Besides this big growth of me, I also had lots of
fun here. My host family sometimes had big

family dinner with their son and grandsons.

Especially on holidays like Christmas and
Thanksgiving, we made delicious dinner, got
together with family members, played games,
and had so much fun together. We went trick-or
treating in Holloween too! Those are really
good memories. Additionally, in school, I
joined the track team. I thought I was just
gonna run at first, but my friend strongly
recommanded me to try pole vaulting, which
was impossible to do in Taiwan. I went for it
because that sounded really cool. It ended up
being one of the best parts of the year! It was so
much fun! Way more fun than I could ever
think of. Also, I made lots of friends in the
team. They were all so nice and always
encouraging one another even they didn’t know
each other, which made me feel so warm in my
heart.

I really learned a lot here, more than I could
imagine. This year is definitely worth it! How I

wish I could come back again!
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West Catholic High School
Grand Rapids, Ml

, but we all talk in English unless there’s no other people . And I am really lucky to have an
amazing host family! They feed me very well, and took me to travel around the state. They
also have three little boys which are really fun , we build a snowman ,play football, play
dodge ball and so on ...

At beginning , It was really hard to make friends , there’s no one talk to me , my only friend

is a Chinese guy at that time , but since I play sport- basketball , football ,track(sprint),

basketball , I got lots of friends( we are homies) !

And about grade, the hardest subjects are English and Religion( Catholic) , my favorite is P.E

. I really like it although sometimes is really tired, you hold it, you make it.

My Dad (host Dad) he is a youth pastor so I have lots chances to connect with church stuff,

join the youth group , get to know Jesus more . At few months ago I decided to be Christian!
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FABULOUS YEA

I can’t believe my journey is going to the end. I feel
everything still like first day.... Time goes fast.... I
remember the first day I saw my mom held the paper
and stood there waiting for me. That scene will stuck in
my mind forever. The paper said “ Welcome Ho,
Chiann-Ru” and I saw my mom starting crying ha-ha.
I’m at a loss. We went out the airport and I said I’'m so
cold. My mom’s face looked surprised and just said
“only 66 degree”. The weather just right, at that time;
I’m thinking “WHAT” loudly in my mind. She took me
to the restaurant “New begins”. The amount of food
served for me just incredible. It’s really huge for me at
that time. She showed me my room and her house I
went up and down. Everything just fresh to me because
in our city we don’t have short house like this and

neighborhood as well.

When I looked back the days I am so appreciated that I

met this wonderful and amazing host mom. I love your

family and you all treat me just like your own family.
Not only just treated me well and taught me a lot of
teasing stuff. When I had hard time in my homework or
my life you just always teach me, listen to me, and talk
to me make me feel better. During I have presentation I
will read to you at least 20 times in an hours and correct
my pronounce and tolerate me. In Christmas party, there
are so many people that I don’t know but they are all
nice to me. Feel so sweet and beloved. Even in this
family have so many people, they all treat me well and

gave me a lots surprised. There are so many memories.

Now, I looked back the photos we took and all the
games and shows we been to make me want to let
myself stay longer. I am really kick can be part of your
family this year will be fabulous and the most
unforgettable in my entire life. You all make me feel

just like at home. There is a video I made by myself.
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FOUND A GOAL
AND A DREAM

This a story about a boy learning to be a man.
In Taiwan, parents tend to care too much about
their children, leaving the disadvantage when
they grow up, such as lack of responsibility and
independence, poor at problem solving and so
on. I saw a quite interesting and also true
picture on Facebook, which shows the
differences between Asians and Europeans
during their childhood and at school, it
basically just shows a point that Asians tend to
spend most of their childhood learning
knowledge that might not be used at all in the
future, why do I find that interesting? Because
other than math questions, I could not win a
single conversation against my host brother
Kevin, he always has his way to convince me or
surprise me with the things that I do not know,
also the classes I had while I was in Denmark
were mostly about the things that are
happening presently, the topics and projects are
all for us to understand the world better. There

is no absolute subject to teach, the topics
change as the world changes too, so I see the
big difference we have in education, which is a

very important part of life.

I had a year in Denmark, a country of
happiness, there is no doubt that I had I good
time, but it is time to look back at what I did.
First day at school I met a good friend, his
name was Sean, passionate guy he is, gave me
a school tour while others were still figuring
out who the new Asian guys was. Sean likes
fishing so we often go out fishing in the lakes
near my house. The first trip I had during this
year was a school trip to Berlin, it was wild, we
had lots of fun down there, Danish people
really like to play loud music while on the
street, they say its called (swag). Time pasts
faster than you think, so as I blinked, the trip

had already came to an end.

It looks like I had fun all year long, but not
exactly, I changed my host family after a few
months I arrived Denmark. I only had a host
dad on my first family, he is 66 years old,
taking care of two exchange students could be
challenging for an old man like him, so we had
some problems, he contacted explorius and was
willing to send us away. Luckily I met Kevin,

my host brother from my second family, Kevin
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was my classmate and after he heard about my problem, he asked his
parents if I could live with them since they had a little room which is
empty. To be honest I didn’t mind the little room at all, it was cozy and
like home, so I started a new life with a new family and it was as
wonderful as it could be.

After this year I feel more open minded, I have learned a lot of different
culture, and have adjusted it as well. This year was totally helped me
find my way in life, and found a goal and a dream, the last but not least
I found friendship.
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