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At my first practice someone told me "Look! They all love it so they are here
spending their time just for the spirit"

"The spirit" | was thinking, what that means at that time

| was a girl who knew nothing about marching

But now | LOVE it

| was a girl who wasn't brave enough to do something just because | liked it
But now | do it and it's not because it can help me to get into the college
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After these 99 hours with you guys

| understand
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Those time we spent together

Are the most beautiful spirit in my life
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Review of this year
ERMEREEE—
Foothills Academy,Cave Creek,AZ

In this year, | got a lot of awesome experiences, and | want to share them with everybody.

| still can’t believe that | lived with a lovely American family for one year, | still can’t believe
that someone opened their house and let a man who they never met before join them, | love
my host family, they let me join them, and make me feel like it is a really home for me, the
things they give me , | can never pay back. My host family not only makes my English become
better and better, but also let me know Love is still around the world. My host mom treats me
as her son, she loves me, and | love her too. We celebrated my birthday, Chinese New Year
Eve and the Moon Festival, the best thing of my host family is that they welcomed my culture
into their home.

| still can’t believe that | finished my school
year in the USA, | still can’t believe that |
made many more friends than | thought |
would have, | have to say that American
school isn’t that easy as you think , and my
school is just a church school, there are not
a lot of students , which is good for me,
because | can know everyone there, and my
friends helped me get to know American
culture, both the good part and the bad part.

| still can’t believe that | have finally seen

and touched snow, | still can’t believe that | have done ice skating, | think that | have almost
tried everything | want this year, and they’ll be in my brain forever. My first time travel by
myself, my first time touching and seeing snow, my first time visiting Grand Canyon and my
first graduation of high school, there are too many first times happened in this year which
made my year became much more fun.

In the end, | just want to say: leaving my home makes me grow up, not only my English, but
also my thinking, in this year, | found my true mind, | know what is the thing | want, | know
myself more than before, | think | found my own trip of my live, so how about pack your things
and start your travel!
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time is 'a big challenge for me:'l
hold my passport and a boarding
pass and then to develop my new
chapter. To be honest, | was so
afraid when | was on the airplane
because all of the people
surrounded .me: were foreigners, |
feel lonely but™l told myself this
would-make me become stronger.
Alright, talking about my first time, |
will never forget the first week of
lunch in England, | didn’t have any
friend and no one came to help me
even my classmates sit by me but
they just ignored me. That was
really awful. | feared to talk while |
had just been there for one week. |
thought they would despise me
but... | made a huge mistake. In
fact, they were very patient and
they did not refuse when | needed a
hand. Anyways, | built a
relationship gradually with friends
and then hung out with them. We

Everyone has first time and. this I -
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also celebrated Halloween and Christmas.
Especially that | traveled to another country
with my companions so a lot of experiences
| must remembered forever ever and taste it
again and again.

And next is United State of America, first
of all, my family is a devout Christian family
and we go to church every Wednesday and
Sunday so this is kind of American culture
and | cannot abandon it even when | am a
Buddhist.(haha)

And | want to talk about my family. Actually
| changed host family once, every family
has their own rules .My host-mother took
my phone away and she prohibited me to
use electronic products for two weeks

ause we had a little disagreement and
ith each other but | was trying to
unication is the best way to

a family member.
d for helping me go
thro® single time and
also tha

ern abouigme:
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Last, | would like to say some words to
those that’s still wondering if they’re going
to take this one year trip, | know that feeling
cause I've been through that too. | have to
say, you will definitely lose something, but
the things you’ll receive will be unexpected.
Don’t be too concerned with what was and
what will be, saying it in an easy way, have
the courage to walk out of your comfort
zone and experience a brand new
adventure! | wish you enjoy your lovely
exchange year just like | enjoyed mine.

|

To be honest, | had no idea what to expect
as | stepped on the plane to Berlin. | didn't
the Brandenburger Tor or
saw was a

even know
Currywurst, so everything |
surprise. That's the best part of being an
exchange student; everything is basically a
clean slate. The feeling of foreignness
faded after a while, but | think it was that
feeling that was worth the entire trip. Not
knowing where | am, but wanting to know
more.

| started speaking German the moment |
landed in Berlin. The host family during the
program didn't speak English,
which was actually a good thing in
hindsight, but it was no easy task, not being
able to speak my mother language(s). It
paid off, because now my German level is at
about B2 instead of A2, along with praise
from my teachers and classmates in
Germany.

summer

| went to lots of places in Germany, with
my host family or alone. | also made it to
Austria and Italy. The class trip was the
best. Our class took a sailing course in Kiel,
and we sailed to Denmark. Practically
everything was done ourselves, from
setting sail, cooking, and the hideous job of
tidying the ropes that hang from the sails,

Do What You Can, Try What You Can't.
2IR5

HEEARERETE—
Heinrich-Hertz-Gymnasium

Berlin,Germany

and there are a LOT. The captain let me
steer the ship, with the help of a compass
and learning to view landmarks. | learned a
lot about maps and navigation that would've
been useful in geography if only | learned it
earlier, but most importantly, it allowed me
to know my classmates in a short period of
time.
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As for cultural events, | was lucky enough
to join a German wedding, consisting
mainly of breaking stuff, and dancing. They
explained that it's good luck to cut things
like wood and cloth, and break wine
glasses. The most amusing of all was the

1y

bread eating contest. They were both given
a piece of 6-week old bread, and a wine
glass filled with water. After consuming
both, they are to throw the glass on the
floor. Who does this faster supposedly
"wears the pants" in the family.

In school, the students are allowed to have
more discussion and more opinions than in
Taiwan. This is one thing I'm definitely going
to miss. | also made a lot of friends, and
hopefully can stay in touch even after |
return.

This year is definitely one of the best times
in my life. It's not perfect, mind you, but
sometimes it's the imperfections that make
it interesting. Like the time | didn't get of the
tram with the rest of the AYUSA group in
Prague, and aught for not having a
ticket immedi ime | almost
broke my ank S
brother stole
(hee hee). But
the entire yea
be "Do what vy
That's the most
learned.
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Liberation.It sums up the year. | am
liberated from myself, my thoughts, words,
and actions. This year taught me, more than
anything, that my cup will never be full, and
that's okay.

| thought | had it all figured out when |
arrived in Haan, the town | would spent nine
months in. | had in mind what | would
become after this year-- fluent in German,
more sociable, and more knowledgable.
Relationship-wise, | would become part of
my host family and make life-long
friendships. | would acquire a perspective
as a German. | would have a life so exciting
there would be no time for Facebook.

Well let's just say that was not exactly how
it turned out. Throughout the year | had
been asked multiple times, "Why did you
come to Germany?" my answer had been, "I
have no idea" every time. Honestly, | don't

going to university right away (I graduated
from high school Ilast vyear). "Slow"
describes my life here better than
"exciting".

My schedule went like this. On Monday |
go to school at 10 o'clock and come back at
5 from athletics class. On Tuesday | get off
school at 11 o'clock. Afterwards | either go
to coffee with the two other exchange
students from school or go to gym.
Wednesday and Thursday | get off school at
2:30 and go to gym afterwards. On Friday |
have only two hours of school and go to
coffee afterwards and then gym. During my
free time | hung out with friends, played with
my seven-year-old host sister, watched
television with the family, stayed in my
room, or go on trips to neighboring cities. It
took me a while to get use to such a loose
schedule.

| wasn't satisfied. My German progress
was slow. | wasn't learning anyting new
school-wise. | didn't be

=

as | planned to. | had homesick, especially
during the holidays. | wasn't me, | told
myself. | should be working hard in school
instead of doing nothing the whole day. |
had no idea what | was doing here.

Gradually the answer came to me: | don't
have to know why | am here. | just am. At a
certain point | started erasing the "perfect
picture" from my mind. The fact is, | have
nothing figured out. Absolutely nothing, and
that's okay. All | had to do was to liberate
myself from the picture | had.

My local representative asked me during
our last meeting if | would change anything
about this year. | would not. Not only do |
find it useless to think about what could be
changed, | am also happy with everything
that has happened. | did not have a super
close relationship with my host family, but |
have learned to get along with people living

a different lifestyle from mine. | got to hang
out with my little host sister and become her
"best friend" (she is mine too!). | did make
some close friends, and all the
conversations that flowed between coffee
hang-outs challenged everything | believed
was true. | visited Berlin, Bavaria, Cologne,
Dusseldorf, Prague, Spain, and Denmark. |
learned about Berlin's history hands-on
from my host family during the summer
program there.

Two weeks from now | will be home. | did,
in some way, become the person | wanted
to become. | can now meet new people
without the fear | used to have. | developed
a much wider pespective about everything.
Most importantly, | knew how to be happy,
to be me. | wouldn't change any bit of it.
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