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In The Middle

b~

of "Everywhere
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“Which state are you going?”, my friends kept asking me.
“Connecticut”, | said.
“Where?” is the usual respond.

Connecticut is a small state above New York which I've never heard of until my ex-
change experience. | still remember how excited | was to hear I’'m going to Connecti-
cut. After all, | was chosen! | had a place to stay, a new family, and a school to go

to in America! | started contacting my host parents and my roommate from Thailand
through e-mails. The excitement continued as the days got closer. | was so looking
forward to explore America and meet my new family. After the longest flight I've been
on by myself, proud and nervous, | landed in the USA, the country I've been dream-
ing all this time.

As school started, | began to focus on making new friends, keeping up school works,
and participating in school events. Homecoming dance, fund raising parade, spirit week,
talent show, and football games are all new and fresh to me. Oh yeah, and did | men-
tion the yellow school bus? | really get to experience the real life of an American high
school student.

| have a blast living in a small town in a small state like Manchester, Connecticut. | got
to enjoy the quiet and simple life where people can often see squirrels, skunks, and
even deer in their backyards; | got to see the beautiful color changing of the trees dur-
ing the four seasons. | experienced my first trick-or-treat, Thanksgiving, Christmas, and
Easter; | experienced my first sisterhood with another foreign exchange student. | have
the best host parents anyone could ever.ask for. Later on this year, | will be visiting
Niagara Falls'in Canada! | can’t wait/already. In less than a-year, I've been to 11 states,
5 Ivy League Colleges and mare than 30 cities! It is truly a great and wonderful experi-
ence to stay in the middle of ‘everywhere”.
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The exchange year almost comes to the end. Many things happened to me. Forgive,
forget, and remember forever. | live with a single family, with a lot of siblings. My host e }Lgﬁmﬁmﬁﬁgﬁﬁ# 0
75 7

mom, who just ten years older than me, imagine a big sister is the household of the ?f 'LN?(@» ’ Eﬂﬁ%&%fﬂ‘}?ﬁzaﬂ/jA%ﬁi@ o D%]]%::EE?)E il
family. | have two sisters and one brother. One of my sisters is the oldest, who is " = ?fﬁfﬁbﬁ{ﬁﬁ’ﬁ%[g] 7%7' E B2 5z,

) ) {;ﬁ;q% SRS Tl %fwﬂ?jzﬁ
also an exchange student from Mexico. The other is only seven but starts to have the ;

manner of teenagers. The youngest is my host brother. Here, | learned a lot with kids,
from kids, even | do my community service is in an elementary.

i > R Thomete =,
Before | came here, many people worried that | would often be a babysitter when W;ﬁﬁ ’ Lﬁiﬁﬁ%wfﬁ%@q;/ﬁ
they heard about my host family. Especially | was the one who had no patience with WA H\
. . . : - i Lk 06%7%“%9‘#%% T
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kids. As | arrived here, | had decided to change my host family. Besides being in-
sulted directly because of my nationality, children were often made me angry.Im-=
mediately, something made me change my mind after going through a week here. |

determined to stay, because | found that | had much more than these children had. \\’Nﬁﬁﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁfﬁﬂffﬁ]‘/uﬁ %}“ﬁ ’*Tﬁ*ﬂ%@ |
At that time, | was only thinking about what | could left them like my mother had the 7 T il L R i P TR 0]
A} 1/4 BE3E
influence on me. 7 ’\Eg’(éﬂb i\b%~ﬁ§ﬁ ;ﬂfﬂﬁﬁﬁ,mﬁ i \\
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My little sister and brother are little monsters. Although they act like they are only_two \\\Q

> /[\D o N
or three, their background makes the inner of them mature than other kids. (Thanks 7"\»\\; i\ u“fﬁﬁfff i Eé%ﬁiﬁﬁiﬁ\‘% , ’f*“ i\bﬁfﬁ%ﬁﬁzﬁ{ﬁ Eiﬁ\‘% o= féﬁ
for my community service let me realize many things about foreign children.) A young /, P YRR A% B &l R ?ﬁ&ﬁf’*gﬁz

mother, an immature mom, left home when she was still young. Many of her actions ﬁﬂﬁ%}‘h%g@ ﬁﬂﬁﬁfﬁ}‘;? “@%Eﬁw

what | only can say are immature, too. Children are mirrors, parents do something,
kids follow them to do so. Parents screamed, cried yelled. Kids screamed, yelled and
cried, too. Here, | learn to how to be company with kids. Earning educational credits
from life, | let them love me, this is my best achievement. (they even call me MOTH-
ER). As | am writing all this down, my little brother is hugging me and falling asleep.

AT

%ﬁ%ﬁ\m



el > BREEREANEMES T REA - HiE TR RENZIATRE R
AEIEAEY - EEATIHIANEZIER - EUREF AR T > [EINARIAEE - IR
FLE B ISROAMT > IS EE T - B T &S 0 4 g TR SSHEE R ST
 BISNE SIS E - GBS ZENERZER5ES - Ak AR E
YRS - GefER s AR - (HEREREA TTRERBEAEN—(r T > AT TA
GREN > RARERALH - fethfE T SRR A REEE - HR—EH
FEEGEE > BB > EE > TtE T SRR R > EEANEINMRAIK
R WEIVET - FGEE > RGRBITRFERERT > 520 88 > F Rl
Fy 26t 7 -

IRMI—EH e R ERVEEERN R - HEWAZ  —URISEEE AL EH -
BAEEZ - AR BIGEE RHIREES T RN R RIS e s T > HIEEHE
T JUEH - B R BT AIRE o TREEFIREVRA ~ IR ~ AYUSALLUR#%
FTA SCRAEAIE BN » J2A1RMT » MAGHERIATES - BABERBESEE T - BZ
HAE > AL £C8 TR EMGLIRTBERADHE - BEZARA RES SR A & F
—fEA > EERAECERIBILN GRS > FEAEA 5 REGHE B
6" F” EHE" > fERE MPIERE - thPIE A S EEHEAL L RE - BRI
A EINIAEE - IECEAE R - WEARBEIRE)T - Frbl - A8 > 2Rz [E
X1 HEMER > |/ e

@ BHE EAKEE=
L\ Kettering Fairmont High School, OH

o R
2B

-\~ —~ A
IR KRBT
g o EBESFIR YRR GBS RS INAREITT » BEER AR

X E g - e 7o MR EIE - TIASRE AN - 1L EAS LS - SRIEAT » 48
2y B » FFLAVE » B AT 5 SR TR £ T -

K—4F - BPeEAs) » BIKE - EYIRENHIETEARIEEE - —2iEaE - 2
BEI - NESEEE OB ARR LA EEE(ERE - BAERRA G L@ > 0
JEA SRR - SEGSE = A A RE © (B2 - WEREEESHESEERIASY - A
st i (lE A B G YRR 15 s ] DA s — (e ARy —2E -

PR R SCHA A S =00y S ARy - A ~ BEVIESE > HE R G —(E5R 5 —
A REISEE - sLBREN—E AL > BEERS —RRRVAEE - —Bis > (HEEAE - 2R
[ BlpEE2 » TS AR ERL - BAEESESUEAVIMIUR IR SCHAE LR LRE - BTl
A ERGRARE - (BERARERT - S HE T HRZIIT - Bl B =
A MBS A - 28OS EE - (2 - BERE RS AR R EAK %
HERTUHE > AN EEE - BRI SEERR -

AETHY - WIS ETHIE > BRET o ESEEIHIER - HIESRBOARTE ERSIE A
—RERMPIANEEE - FrARVEEHEREE - 4 ARSI FRE > AL
HIVEE—E L > B2REEN % > BR—ERMCEIERIAISE AR E R FE
BB > gL RS - FlEPY - REE R R > ttilphsE - &5
IR RIEANY - FEEEEE MR - FrLlBIS5 7 TRREN A A B R S A - B0

HUE BRI - 12




7w Wa

rfrrrt'r[rrﬁrrrrrrnrrrrrtrrﬂ

i

B e esdduuua

i

CAN SWEAR

I ‘é a— /’ ﬂ ;\z :/7 R
iz — F YL G
@ AP TEREMES
L\ Littlestown High School, PA EEHEAE

Time flies by, I 5 41 (5 By i@ fa AR BT - 8 E AR ROE S B O B EER
EE - [EFEE - HERHEAREAR SRS - ERAE T EREF
% REIR% » [B3BTEKE » 1 CAN SWEAR » iz —F48EH 4 111!

REBTEIN—TE G0 R R E RS i M EH B3 » (HEERR 735
SMBET DI EBRSE &AL BIHTE - tEU1ER - BC - ABGRIRTE T
22l T BHE ) HERZE/DT#E T HC ° WHATIDESIRE > WHAT I
WANT, AND WHY? T2 7T EENEC » ARSI A RS
EFEESSH - —BH AR RS A TS - (HPRBIZEREAEH - 3
HEZEEEATY - EEARERZERECHNEE  BRESHET A
A SRRl #EZE ARG B2 T —RE R R AR4E E » Hp—

ek Talk, talk, talk, and keep asking questions. *“ » EEIREIFHE—
{EREARE  “ Americans are so weird, what kind of rule is this--- “ Tz =

EZ ekl sl KBS GRS A G how was school today?

R BT Sns -~ A B R EAYERT— T~ &850 A—RE
KT o ARG EBFIVD T —4 > BffI83i&5E o PR A A wkEE > T
BERBAAHA Zotat - EMTAEREEEEEINIEEE » BE MR

e B e e

O BEHGR > FEEEBIEER? FYERFI T CRAGHE - 45RCRERFGER
oM REERER/NLT > AR RFELERANT AR - e S 2
PERHR > RIS EA —(H ] UG A 2 T IR B A IE? P ekt - —i
FEBEN o BRI REMENE? M FITREEAZE T o BWE TRER - RES
Rl - OEEEREAESRAEMA R WEERRERT » [EIREBITHE
BUEEC © BLIRECREAIM » N RER - BIGREBY TIRS > JOUEDP TIRS -
FRTIRT RS

T o INEEH TR AR A AR RIS - FR e B AR B FHIEERE -
ERBTRIIBEIBHIEE - HIE LSRR RS - SRR
EREERE - LR RN S IESINE! WIS A SER AR Rt st
s AR IER ST - e RERER S FIESRES T - BEBEEAMA
WREMRZBAL T ! SRS IIRIRBEAEE - a8 TB R - ERER
AR AEIERYT 8 - W ZISSEIERHE AR ARAVBATT T—5 - M2 1 > {2
grith - ZRIBE T RETNGRE S - HEZHINKEERER - HKREWIMIFAGEA
HHOLEE - T REITEI 75824 > WThR 7 ARV - HE—RAE > ATLARE
LIS B RF] TR —58EE » W T NG ER PSS —44 > FT2IPRO-SET
TIE-BREAKER 9-7 i A B ZHUG T —% - B2 T #ERE(IE SIS — &
FREE B TR HTEE T 1] A IRIELEE) » B3R A SN - HEPRIAE S8 —Hmo-1 5-7 5-7
W7 B TRSAR - HASE] TIREFHVELES - £ 5B IRAEH0Z A T DURAR
JE2 & T MR T A R S — TSRS - BEMVER TS -
HAVERA YA » &2k THEBIRRAVEERR » 122 HAYEEEED Q88 -

Ha 7 B ERDSHE  EEAYUSASS T HASE eSS T isfE e —F 14 :

- a0V . == el B "
NIRRT o P e
T | )
¢
- 'S

A NG /4 N/ '.-.’_/\\' 3%
(= xF \ I (%Y’
] 2 \ A Y y .




©
A 7B 0

T ———

AP ERENZ T - ASENAES - B/MERSEIA - %K
G - thE—EE R - ERPANET - HE—HEH > 2@EAK
B DLEICHI B AR MERR R E” A A RIEEERIA R © /]
SHEEWMR > SHBE=FNE - BB BT E B HIE L
Bk R ERTAVAL B PR Fr RV EE iE S -

MEERFRIAE - MECERE AR & - OIEEER - EIEEIL
TAF > SBRIRGIRIAYE - SR ARSI - Y —m AL DT
RAOERINHTT - ZTE TEMEFL - NRNRBERLEFFHE - L
ZER LIRS SR D -

Y - ST R A YUSAST A S - TicERERE(E
EEEENZT - B4 DRATE SR RER EEHER L &F
EfRm LA ERREERR - TR EEERHYTREEREZ 2 B I RHYTE
REMRE - FEIITHEEBTHEALE - PP EZEEEEMRTE
5t ZEE MAYRE N PR -

TRFAT —EHIIRF ] > REERRE N T B M T B SR B 2R3 a T - IEZE]
AR EER ST - AENE - MAEUAIERAE  WREIEHE,
RRENVRBEREEER - BHRE— AR - MfTERERE > AITERAE
o BT 120E/ NS > [T —RE SRR R REE » 2010-201 1 3CH#A 24
ETRER - HoR DEEEE R O R B > MRt A AT RIAS
GECEE - AR OB SR -



® BEE EEE—
L5\ Ridley High School, PA
BEHEAS

During this year of exchange, | had deeply felt the need to appreciate my host
family and what they taught me through their daily actions. At the beginning of
the year, my host family was in a unique situation; my host sister was preg-
nant for the second time and the family has a five-month old baby, Connor. At
first glance, | thought it was going to be a difficult year with the babies and my
host sister getting married. However, it turned out to be the opposite of what |
thought it would be like.

Even with a busy life, everyone in my host family seemed to be joyful of the
arrival of the two adorable babies. And with a considerate heart for one an-
other, everyone in the family took turns in taking care of the babies and.looked
after one another. | could feel the bond existing in the family and was glad

to become part of it. Especially when | see my host sister taking care of her
children, | would always remember something similar that my mom did for
me. For instance, seeing my host sister working tirelessly and still staying up
for her babies, | would be touched by that scene and starting to feel nostalgic
and thankful of my mom. | started to learn the hard work, time, and effort that
my parents had put in when | was small. As a result, | treasured times with my
family on Skype and told them all about the life | am living here.

It was an awesome year with various experiences that | wouldn’t have had if |
didn’t’choose‘to go on this journey by myself. You really learn a lot more when
you have-no one to.depend on, and you learn how to appreciate instead of tak-
ing-everything as.granted.
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Awesome
exp

Life in America cerrtainly has change the way i see my life so far, life is not
just studying all day, studying is important, but it is not the only thing that is
important, in the school of america, i get to join in the sport team i have never
played before, like soccer and baseball, i wasn’t really good at soccer because
it really takes technique for that, in baseball, things are different, even though

i never played before, coach said i got some talent in baseball, i can played
pitcher, catcher, first base and center, depends on the situation of the game,
coach will switch me around, at the end of the baseball season, i even got a
all-conference metal for that, | had a really good time in baseball. In this year i
experienced the homecoming dance, prom, even though i'm not a senior, i still
get to go, taking my date out to eat, riding in a limo, i had the best time in my
life.

Being an exchange student is an awesome experience i will never forget, i get
to take a look at the other side of the world, i really thank my parent for giving
me the opportunity of being an exchange student.

North Myrtle Beach Christian School SC
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L.\ Houston County High School, GA ]za]za

| learned a lot this year. To me, being an exchange student seems like an instant
way to spread your wings. Harsh sometimes, but definitely worth it.

Being away from my family was not as easy as i thought | would be, but it gave
me a chance to realize what a beautiful and thoughtful family | have. Surprisingly,
I made some real friends this year. | came to notice that regardless of nationality
or age, friends can be supportive and understand each others’ feelings. My best
friend was from Moldova. We laughed through our happiest times and eased our
hardest with satire. We vow to see each other again in our lives, until that, though
miles apart we’re close at heart. | also had a great time training and competing
with American athletes. They are all so talented and impressed me greatly, and
at the same time they were friendly and loving and the best teammates | could of
asked for.

Merely words cannot describe my experience this year. It was not just a year in

America, but more like observing the world through a twisting kaleidoscope,
fascinating and constantly changing.
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S
Thing | learn thisyear not just only improve my English skill. | also learn how to 9 Kz == P—F4R
communicate with different people. (Actually | met some people that are from F¥~\ St Martinville High School, £,A

different country.) Of course, | learned a lot of crazy stuff, but the most impor-
tant thing is: | know how to solve the problem by myself. | used to run away

from problems because they are too hard or I'm too Iazy to do this. However, ?}A\éﬁ%gﬁfgﬂggﬁgé\ s B BB T fﬁfﬁﬁ/fﬁ{gﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁjﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁigE’j/ﬁ
as an exchange student, | have to try my best for every single thing, there’s no Wi o F— BTN R B RN =R TR R R R R A L
one can help me if | don’t try to help myself. In America, everyone is stranger BB IERZ BT - MRS — EREE » (A IEE S IER]

at the beginning. The challenges started right after the plane took off. | have FFThost mom S MEBEEIEHT— 0 EZe - EEINIIIEE » FHERASISER
no-one'but.me-around me. It's time to face the challenges by myself. Although % > AR B A > i | HometEST B Fh R = i 1
| can find a way to solve the problem, | still need more experience to figure HEE FREZEH | LouisandE W EE R @IS 25 » BREFTELEDS
what is the best way to fix the problem. That’s why | still make mistakes. How- SSRGS E A A » BRI 2R S )

ever, |.can learn-more form mistakes and become a better person. By the way, B [ i B home A iSRRI EN S « H—FM I » TR FACHTATSE T —(E2E /N

I know T still have arlot to ge. B o FRARFEF I Chinese food iR {6232 1LY Chinese BuffeHlEEHAR, : [FlkE— @

B BMTE O B ERMER R B R T PR EE.. R

I can make this trip successfully because there are too many people helping TR B TEARE ORI B /R PR > DR R P e » BB R

me during this year. | know without my lovely host parents, it would be no plac- SRR |

es to live and there would be nobody help with my homework. Without my host

brothers and sister, there would be no fun in this house. Without my teachers, B IR R I A E TR S IV N EME R SRR R B

I might fail every test that | made. (However, | still failed a few tests...) Without BKES > B L EEeEEE—EET  B—FEEE D

my friends, | might feel unconfident and unsafely. Without AYUSA, then | won't 26

be able to be here this year! Most importantly, my parents at home, without
their support both money and encouragement. | can only stay in Taiwan and
be one of the typical high school students.
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BEERAE
At the beginning of the year, | faced a lot of different kinds of problems. After
a period of time, things start to be better for some reasons. | changed my seat
when lunch time, and the 30 minutes is my favorite time. Although the history
class is still annoying me, but talking in group is so much fun. | become more
familiar with some nice person in my English class, which makes me talk more
and no more blush. | find myself have artist talent because my art teacher
gives me 100 to my every art works. Algebra Il is the most easy class for
Asians so that people think | am a smart person. | started to hang out with my
friends. We go to the mall, sometimes overnight at my house. Although it was
midnight, we still keep talking. Dressed up for Forthcoming. Some parties are
so excited that make me not want to go home at 2 AM. Nice people ask me if
| need a drive to school. | take part in the winter guard, and know more nice
person. | go to church and do some volunteer work. | get used to the life here
now and | feel like an American now. | think now | adjust everything.

During the year as a foreign exchange student, | have learned a lot of thing.
The different culture obviously is one of the most important objects that an
exchange-student needs to learn. Besides learning the American culture, of
course | also introduce my country and my culture to my friends, teachers
and my host family. | sometimes cook Chinese food for them. | also teach
them how to write calligraphy in Chinese New Year. In school, | have made
speeches for 4 times in front of different classes to introduce Taiwan. In ad-
dition to the exchanging culture part, there is something else important that |
would like to share. In the different environment, | have started knowing how to
make friends, to get along with every different kind of people, to communicate
with people with a better attitude, to deal with problems by myself and to be
more independent and mature. Facing challenges with a positive attitude and
solved them learning something from them are what we should to do.
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For those who don’t know me. | was very shy in Taiwan. But the second | we
to America, | changed totally. | become more and more talkative, outgoing.

| made some friends. | really like them a lot, they are cool and know how to
interact with friends.

We get of off school early, so | tried several sport team, basketball, and track.
It was a very difficult decision, because when | was in Taiwan didn’t even try
to learn basketball. | always bring my own soccer ball and kick it around. The
people that were on my team they all played for a long time so | already known
that | will be the worst player in the team. But at least | tried my best.

| don’t like the people in this school, Country Christian school, because they
don’t know how to interact with people, they go to the same school since pre-
school. That means they grow up with the same people they whole live. Meet
the same teacher their whole life. Know nothing outside of school. They were
very protected by their parents a lot. Just few were out of that group who are
my friends.

Back in Taiwan, | lived in a huge city, Taipei, but now I’'m living in country side.

All you can see were grass, tree, cows, and houses. The style was very relax-

es. But there a thing that | hated, no transportations. Everything is so far. And %’%
N %

, because every things are so far apart, no transportation. | need to ask my ‘

friends to give me a ride to their house and back every time.

The fun stuffs about country side are you can have a very big yard. Have

a huge property. Buy some motorcycles ride around your own property or
ride on the ride, because there’s no car on the road. Can have bun fire on
the weekends invite some friends hang out, drink some drinks( adults do

that) around it. Have a swimming pool that during the summer can invite

friends over and swim together. Have a basketball hoop to let kids shoot

some hoops.

The most important things are what | learned from this a full year experi-
ence. | learn that | actually am able to talk to people and don’t need to be
afraid!
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make your exchange
[ife double worthgit

Communicate with people, ask questions as much as you can is the most
helpful way to solve the troubles. | had two stops from Taiwan to Las Angles
to Memphis, and then to Cincinnati. | lost my airplane in Memphis because |
thought the wrong time. At the time | lost my airplane, | was very nervous. After
few minutes of thinking, | screw up my courage to ask for help from the lady
that work in the airport with my poor English, “Would you love to help me? |
think | missed my plane.” The lady looked at my ticket, and helped me to get
the next airplane to Cincinnati. Unfortunately, | need to wait for six extra hours
in the Memphis airport. This experiences makes me learn more about the air-
port. When you missed your plane, ask the people who work in the airport first,
and then call your host family tell them your situation.

The school life in Untied States is different from Taiwan. You get out of school
around three o’clock. So planning your time is very important. | suggest try out
the school sports as much as you can. Every season have different sports to
do. For example, soccer and cross country starts in fall. Basketball, and volley-
ball starts in winter. Baseball and track starts in spring. Choose the sports that
you are interest, your life may be fabulous, because you support your school
and make more friends in it.

After school is also a good time to ask teacher questions because most of
them are available. | know most of exchange student are shy in class, so they
don’t ask much questions in class (including me)! If you have something don’t
understand, ask the teachers after school. Most of teachers are delighted to
help. So don’t be nervous! It is much more easier to ask teacher compare to
figure it out by yourself.

Over all, being a exchange student, you must to have responsibility for every-
thing. And have to respect every people you meet. Talk to people as much as
you can will make your exchange life double worth it.
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This is my third year of traveling the world. | actually did not decide to come to
Germany while | was still in America. My parents thought | should not stay in
the same country any more, so they suggested me to go to Germany. After a
long thinking, | finally made my decision. | wanted to see the other side of the

world. | accepted my parents suggest. This decision is a bit hasty and ignorant.

| couldn’t even speak one German word never thought this hasty choice would
make me grow more than | ever did.

Germany has really many kinds of bread, usually big and hard, and it's eaten
with various sausages. | didn't like the hard bread back then, because | felt

the bread was harder than my teeth. Somehow | thought the bread was prob-
ably overdue so that’s why it’s so hard. Then | know in Europe beverage is
important culture. Drinking slowly and taste it, is how you drink the beverage in
Europe. It’s not the same in America. You always have the huge cups and you
can always refill it. Even though | couldn’t understand very much, it was still
fresh for me to just walk around in the area and learned about Germany. | live
in the village called Arnsberg.

Only a couple of hundreds people live there. But it isn’t hard for us to buy
things. If we want to go shopping in the big city, we only need to drive about
25 minutes. Germany has also done the classified trash really well, so there
isn’t much trash on the streets. | think lots of countries need to learn that from
Germany. And Germany has a long history, so | have seen lots of old tradi-
tional buildings, been to lots of festivals, like Oktoberfest, Christmas, Fasching
and so on. My favorite festival is Fasching. Many people are wearing different
various funny customs from many different places and the funny crazy action
of them and the great music.

Of course | learned about beer too. It's German’s traditional beverage. | was
really surprised to see that both of my host brothers were drinking beer, be-
cause | didn’t know that you can drink beer after you are sixteen over here.

Thomas told me he started to drink beer when he was thirteen. Various kind

of beer made me understand how important beer is for Germany. But beer is
something that really gives me a “headache”, because when | went out with
Thomas and his friends and saw they all were drinking beer and | didn’t know

| should drink with them or not, but | didn’t want to be left out either. So | tried
my first in my life. Well, to be honest, back to before, | couldn’t even stand the
smell of the beer. It wasn’t a good taste at all. But | already bought it, so | igno-
rantly drank all as fast as | can. To show them | can drink beer too. You may
imagine what happen next: | got drunk. That was the worst feeling ever!

| discovered in German school students are all active to answer the questions.
But in Taiwan usually no one would try to answer the question. And Taiwan
schools last the whole day. So there are always some students falling asleep
in the classes. But | didn’t see anyone ever sleep in the class over here. One
thing that really upset me is that most of the boys and some girls in the school
are taller than me. Even the younger one. So | always have to raise my head
up every time | talk to them.

The school was quite boring for me during the first month. | did not have
friends and couldn’t understand any single word from the teachers. Host family
was the only one | could talk to. But then | started to talk to others and started
making friends. The school became my chatting place. Back then, | usually
talked in English. It's a good thing that Germans speak English very well.

So | could possibly speak Denglish (German and English mix). The school’s
test pattern is not the same as in Taiwan or America. Until now | haven’t seen
any multiple choice tests. It’s all about writing an essay or discussing an article.
It's really different. The school finishes early for most of students here. For me,
| have lessons till one o’clock twice a week. | always have plans for those short
days, like sport, so | wouldn’t get bored after school. | believe everybody else
has plans too, or they don’t need that much free time then.

In Germany, conversation is very important in a family. Not the same as in Tai-
wan. We usually don’t speak out loud what we feel or think, because we think it
is not polite. But over here people just say what is on their mind. And | think it’s
better to speak out, too. Then people would know how | feel. So | learned from

it. | also think people in Germany like to party a lot. Lots of festival could possi-
bly be a reason to have a party. | haven’t been to that many parties before. Es-
pecially parties where they have loud music and bright lights in various colors.

My German exchange life isn’t finished yet. But | have already seen so many
things that | have never seen before.l am really thankful to my host family of
what they have done for me. One day, | would like you all to see my home
country, too. I like to travel the world, see the different people, and | will con94
tinue traveling the world.
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