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If youre planning on joining the program... Get prepared for any possiblities because everything is possible
this year. I'm sure you'll have a great time but, I'm sure fun comes with some troubles too! Without troubles it
wouldnt be so awesome either, right?

These are the days worth living, this is the year you're given. This is the time, make the best out of your life!
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Through my exchange year in the U.S., I became more independent and learned
about cultural differences. I remember that when I first came here, I was so shy and
my English was not good, so when people talked to me, I got super nervous and all I
could do was smiling. People here are very outgoing and friendly, they try to talk to
me and introduce many funny things to me that make me feel so warm. There are
many differences between two cultures, like the food, we eat rice and noodles as our
main meal and here you eat pizza, meat, chili, or something like that. Also, there are
many holidays here, Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas and so on. People do a lot

of activities during these times, like carving the pumpkins, going skiing, getting some
presents and something that I never did before. I really enjoy my experience here and
thanks for all friends here. Especially, my host family, Upchurchs, I really appreciate
about everything. The important things are that you need to open your mind and don't
be shy and participate school activities and enjoy everything here. At last, I want to say
thanks everyone that gives me such a great memory.
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I used to oppose being an exchange student because it made me feel trouble. Besides, the process of application
was not favorable. Moreover, AIT rejected me twice for no reason, and that really angered me. Being an
exchange student was a very far or unrelated thing to me; however, I got the chance from my high school.
AYUSA, my agency, is an organization that helps people to handle anything about exchange student. With my
mom’s and their corporation, I was finally an exchange student, but I found it was too early to celebrate for
that. Imagine that you stay at home for three months (from June to September) just waiting for a phone call
and your parents keep asking the situation of it everyday? How come it won't drive you crazy? I couldn’ t help
thinking if I was wrong, and I became very emotional to everyone. Each time when I heard somebody leave
for any country, I felt depressed. ‘IT'm the last one.” I clearly understand that fact because I'm allergic to
animal’s fur. Nevertheless, when I was almost hopeless, I got the call; I went to bed at two o clock in early
morning five times for getting ready to the U.S.

I need to be independent at everything. I realized that when my parents left me at the airport. At that moment,
nervousness, excitement, worriment..etc. these moods filled in my mind. By the way, students are picked by
host families and schools. Because of it, I am the first student who lives with RM. Maybe it can see as another
kind of honor. My host family found me at my birthday, and that shock me. After that, my copiously American
life started. Homecoming, Halloween, Thanksgiving..etc. Here I come! I'm pretty sure I'll think of them and
everything what we've done together even I go back to Taiwan.

No matter what, I appreciate those people who help me in the U.S. They make many things not only just be
nouns but a part of my life. Sometimes you just need to wait “a little bit” longer than others.
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