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Li’(a is like highpay. Magbe gou will meet a tvaffic jam, and sometimes gou can Avive hundved miles pev houv.

[ nevev thought that [ could be an exchange student befove, but nop [ found that Anything can be possible. Now
[ can tyy diffevent things and let it kappen which wor't be possible in Taipan. | nevey thouglht that [ could play
hockey. Nog, | wot only plaged kockey but [ also got the MUVP in the whole hockey season. At one time, |
was thinking if [ never tried something, it pould never happen. Jvtml/) people told me that | had changed 4 lot
after [ came to TAJ. “You Avop up A lot whatever your height ov heavt, | feel that [ am talking to adult won”

They said. Let me feel that | am move matuve than | was at kigh school in Jaipan.

[ Aidi't have 4 good beginning, | changed thvee host families and from Califovuia to Pest Vivginia. Cangou
imagine hop fav it isZ Tlis made me 40 througl thyee time zones. PWhen [ pent to school, [ found that
students use mavijuana. [ pas afvaid that time, but this is 4 diffevent cultuve, isu't itZ w
After ment to my nep family, | changed theiv mind, so they kept me till [ finished this geax. [ never kuew [ could
bring lAughter’s to someone. My host mom sald that theve is no lAughing at howme befove [ lived in theve. Aud

[ (et hev see my host father's smile. “Because of some veasons, my host father kad not laughed fov five yeavs.
She Alpags said thank gou to me. [ pas vevy kappy to live in theiv house. They ave like my family in Taipan.

They Alwags kelp me whatevey kind of problems. After solve gour problem, gou can leavn 4 lots of things from

Youv problem. Those expeviences pill Accompany you fovevex:

m’cvop{ucm@ Taipan to
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This is a pretty cool experience. | have lived in United State before, but not with
a hostfamily. My host father, Henry, is a cool guy. He’s very different compare to
the host family I've heard before. He tries to treat us like friends. We always say
he is 70 outside but 17 in mind. I'm his seventh exchange. But the first Asian. He

EFRh BB
>> Northside High school, GA
%4 2000 #£4FE

helped me with a lot of stuff. | also have a host brother----Dominik. He was the 4th
exchange of Henry. We do a lot of crazy stuff together, ha-ha. The first week | got
here, Henry took me and Kuba(who'’s also an exchange of Henry and Dominik’s
related brother. He went back after a month later) to a beach for vacation. We went
to a restaurant in the hotel for dinner. When we went in the restaurant we found out
something was wrong. Cuz everybody else was wearing extremely formal, but we
were wearing a swimming pants and T-shirt. After the excellent dinner we found out

The school part is totally different compare to the school in Taiwan. Right here the
school starts at 8:10 and ends at 3:10. When | told my friends the school hours in
Taiwan. They all look surprised. They couldn’t believe we have to go to school that
long each day. The teachers all treat me pretty nice!!!l(l learn from this first you
gotta act like you speak English poorly so the teachers will try their best to help you
out) There is a lot of crazy stuff going on in school you just gotta experienced by
yourself cuz there are too much to tell at once!!!

In United State, the holidays are FUN! FUN! FUN! Halloweens! Christmas! Plus
we’ll have a lot of days off because of those holidays (that's why it's fun!!) We even
celebrate Chinese New Year!! Actually | think most of the exchanges will be frustrat-
ed at the first several weeks. But it's gonna be fine!! JUST CHILL AND ENJOY IT!
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F n NTA, the countyy of fveedom, is wheve [ spent my) exchange yeav pith touns of expeviences. | kave been to seveval I‘
-
¥ ) counties fov study abvoad progvams, but [ have never been apay from home fov this long. [ pas hoping that | j\mm v i (immwﬁ ;;Jﬂ =
F _a can 4o to A place on the west coast, ov the east coast of the T such as LA, J\/@C ete. Hopevey, | ended up ‘. gchool I {
-+ in Syvacuse, KSstilt-vemember the fivst thouglt that [ kad when [ sam Kaisas on the plane pas “JOhat kind of 3 "fi%am\' v %Wf 5
1 i 0 T 2
F -a trouble Aid | get myself into2” Aud the fivst thought [ kad mhen | kuew theve ave only 16 students in my school G}}) P 47 1O megwéﬁ A
- : »
<4

As [ am so out of heve,” “But [ told myself that [ can't vetveat because the envivonment doesit fit me. [ came all

, Homestay 8]

the way to the IS to expexience Aiffevent envivonments, so phat | should do is to-let-me fit-the envivonment. o
] 2 \Wk‘u A
m’\h AR 1')* 1%3 \

TJoo much expectation often bring students dopn phen they {ind out that the situation isk't like they thought. [

T

could bavely beav the disappointment mhen [ found the tvuth that Syvacuse, KJ is so small Cappvoximately 1300 <R

- peopled .t pas # huge shock fov 4 pevson that kas tved tw 4 big ctty fov 15 geavs. [eventually oveveame the CE
[ Aifficulty and discoveved 4ood things about small topns. | found out that detevmination and patience ave needed il , B B 5

- to solve evexy problem, and they suve kelped me through any kind of problem nhile [ pas in the NS, Life keve is mﬁ?i U;;L, RV . omestay
Iﬂ vevy exciting for me because theve peve alpags uew challenges. Evexy day. is 4 phole nep-expevience-and-evevy-chal— j} : 5(“}‘/)\ »ﬂj/;ﬁ‘/‘ﬂ , AN
] lenge is diffevent from the pvevious one. | kad many precious and unfovgettable expeviences Auving the yeax. it U\&\H\éﬁ\jﬂ;w . ¢
g [ concluded phat [ leavned into thvee majov points: Fivst, it is vevy common for Amevicaus to see foveiguers. fRan %’\iﬂ’(l q)
] Beoaunse-of that,-exchange students ave nothing speciat-but stmply people trging to accomplish thelv opn Awmevican Ut 2 % ‘ui&\\;]/g /737?\\’4§<
'ﬂ Dveam. Because of that, [ focused on conveying the many positive attvibutes of Taipan to A people that might s ;\)ffﬂﬁu -
I not othevpise leavn. Second, selfishuess and childishness ave not going to do any good. ludependence, vespousibil- <k NH
lj ity and vespect ave vequived for 4 vemavkable yeay. Thivd, but ot least, students need humility and confidence i ZEE)“E ﬁk

At the same time. Be humble to veceive, but be confident to 4ive when exchanging cultuves. [ hope these valuable

&

techiiques will kelp futuve exchange students with thety geav i the NS

LI:

Exchange students have-the vesponsibility to bring positive influences tnto the community. tam proud that {
tried my best to leavn about the TA.J. and to ntvoduce Tainan. [ appreciate AYTASA and | am thankful that |
had the chance to be an exchange student. Magbe the processes peven't smooth, but the fuit of ackievement nill

—_—

AlpAys be the speetest.
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From Ryan Oct 09

"I'm so happy that I can be an exchange student." This is what I want to say now.

We went to LA for 2 weeks, and we had lots of fun there.

When we have to leave, my friends cried. They thought that I didn't cry, but I did. I cried at the airport, because I
didn't want to leave my friends and I miss my mom and my English was really really bad. So I called my mom,
but she said "You have to learn and don't be afraid... this is what you want, isn't it?" And I thought for a while,
then I stop crying. Because this is my choice and [ want to come here to be an exchange student.

After I arrived Tulsa, I was nervous. The first thing [ had thought was they are not nice, but I was wrong.

I had good time there but the sad thing is I have to leave.

She said when she heard that I'm going to leave, she cried, and I was surprised that she cried!

And she also had dinner with us the day before I leave. I'm so happy that I have a friend like this.

My host sister- Ashley made me a picture, and I put it beside my bed :D

[ really had fun with Ashley and Megan, they are so nice and I'm so happy to have them!

Now, I'm in my new host family.

My new host family is soooo cool, and they are nice, too!

(Actually I cried at night after I got here. I missed my Ist host family!)

My 2nd home is big and they have a pool and they can play baseball and basketball outside the house!
We did many things and I play with the kids many times and they are soooo cute lol

I have a lot of fun here, we also go to the church every Wednesday and Sunday.

I play with the kids at the church, too, and they are soooo funny:D

Last time, I made Taiwan's food for my host mom, and she said it's delicious (ha ha)

I also made eggs, but it was not really good, so I kept cooking it till now lol

I'm so happy that I can be here in the USA, and I really like it here!

That's awesome to be an exchange student and have fun with many different people.
It makes me don't want to go back to Taiwan...lol

I LOVE AMERICA!!!!l YEAHHHHH
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The time suve has gone by quickly. | can't belicve that half of my exchange yeav is complete.
[ the fivst tmwo meeks, [ cvied almost evevyday; [ felt homesick.

[ am veally lucky to kave my host family. They ave so uice and friendly, [ love them so much!
[ was disappointed duving the fivst seveval weeks at my) new school.

The wovk was havd. Evevgone pas new. They meve All strangevs.

Nopw they ave wot. [ have many friends beside me nop.

Chilh Chun

Z 2 ¥ AIKEEHR—FH
>> Mead High school;, WA

Ne have fun togethey, (Augh togethey, play together.

Chistmas [ got many gifts from my family and velatives.

We went to Eugene, Ovegon to visit my velatives. [ had so much fun theve.

[ have A cousin named “Brocky. /\Y:U/(A

He said, “You ave the cutest givl)” in front of my family and velatives. BRSO WTTERIEE th = AR,
Evevyone heavd him and (aughed out loud. [ pas embavvassed.

J‘Aggbivtw{p\g Avvived A{'tw@Cl/wis{mm, SRAURE AT

My mom thvew 4 pavty for me the day after my bivthday.

[t was the fivst time [ had 4 pavty thvopn for me. [t pas 4 meaningful expevience.
My 16tk bivthdag will be 4 memovy that | will chevish in my heavt.

My friends came over to my pavty and brought gifts for me. .

My mom prepaved a veally big and heavy gift fov me. an apesome sevapbook.
Now, [ can make my) opn Album of memovies from my exchange yeav in Awmevica.
[t will be special; the ouly oue of its kind in the povld.

The Satuvday folloning my bivthday nas also special.
My school had a Winter Fovmal Dance called, " Klice ln The Winter Wondevland.

>> Redmond High school;, OR

The place pas absolutely beautiful.
My friends, Megan, helped me design and cuvl my haiy, and she put make-up on my face.

[ became a veal pretty ady that Aay. [ kad so wuck fur that night.
That pas the fivst dance [ attended. [t pas 4 pondevful expevience.
My mom and dad then planned the snopboavd tip after Chyistmas.

[ skied dopn the steepest slope. | pas veally afvaid but it pas 4 special expevience fov me.
My exchange geax is almost complete..

[ can't believe that [ am going to leave my friends and family in Amevica in four months.

[ will be veally sad becanse | am veluctant to leave them.

[ have kad so much fur and made so many memovies pith them and [ pill miss them so much.
My teackers ave the best instructovs 've ever had. They ave so friendly and teack me so much.
My friends help me to speak better English and help me solve problewms easily.

They make fun of me, but we (Augh out loud togethex.

My family helps me figuve out problems. They make fur of me, too, but [ love them fov it.

e ave vexy close to each other.

[ will never fovget that [ kave met so many {antastic people.

[ feel that way pavticulavly about my family. They ave so funny, adovable, and amazing.

[ am veally glad that [ could stay keve with thew fov one yeax.

One geax nas the pevfect amount of time. | bet we will keep in touchtfor a long time.

[ am thankful fov all of the extvaovdinavy memovies [ have made pith them this year!
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Ninnie W i iag
[ came to AKlaska, which is 4 vevy beautiful state, fox my exchange student life. Heve has _
4 lot of beautiful natuval to see and people ave vevy kind too. It is vevy cold on winkex; but it b

s vevy beautitul to see all swop Avourd you.

[ did't speak English vexy well when | just came to Amevica. | pas vevy wovvied about that if [ Aid
not speak good Euglish | would not have any friend. “But, | was nvony, evexybody is vevy uice to me, b
even they couldn't undevstand me s;ma’cimes. But it pas 4 problem with my kost family, friends and

school so [ used my “body (anguage” to let evexybody undevstand me. 60@@60@) thigks [ am funny, the

problem is ot 4 pyoblem angmove. KA, because my) body language, [ 4ot 4 lot of (’v.imAs.

[ got A vevy wice kost family; they treat me like one of theiv daughters and one of theiv sistevs. [ shave
voom mith one of my host sistevs. [ thougl she Ald not like me, because she used to 4ive me 4 sevious

look. pohen she palked in the voom. At that time, | Alpays 4ave hev 4 big smile when [ sap hex: After 4
while, we got to kuopw each othermove ARA move, And nopm me tAlk to each othey until WL{AM@M evevy— .
Aay. | feel vevy happy [ got suppex velationship with hev. )

[

Jchool pas vexy Aiffieult and challenge for me. But | am vexy lucky that [ met 4 lot oftuice teackevs.
Al of my teachers talk sloper And eastex to let me undevstand phat point they ave making. [ taught
my) math teacher about 4 math question, he called it " Pinnie theovem”, and 4 lot of people kiop my)

name then | became famous.

[ 40 to chuvch with my host family evevy single Sunday. They show me theiv stvouny veligious and
pomerful faith. [ Alpags expect ouv diffevent and let them knom that | have my dpan veligious. [ made 4
lot of friends in the chuvch too. ﬂw@ Al vexy kind to me and they even pvote me A cAYA And 4Ave me A

book about Alaska at the lAst time of youth group.

Jtapy with Amevica family; 4o to theiv school And go to theiv chuvch Ave new things to me. | tyy to Ao
my best e this year and [ tyy to let move and move people kinop my county. | intvoduced my countyy
in frout of my friends and some of them google about Jaipan. | got 4 lot of stuffs from them, ['m vexy
happy when they sald they got something from me. This is exchange!t '
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